
I wish to be a 
train conductor 

Nathan, 7
heart transplant

At just six-years-old, Nathan had spent more than six months in the hospital after he suffered a stroke, 
leading to the need for a heart transplant. His mom said he was like a different child. “It’s like his spirit 
was almost broken,” said his mom, Talisa. “He was just in such a dark and lonely place.” 

That’s when his doctor recommended Nathan for a wish.  

Nathan has always had a love for trains. He played with trains in his hospital bed 
and read over and over every train book he could get his hands on. So when 
he started to think of what he wanted to wish for- he quickly decided he 
wanted to be a train conductor. “Trains are what brought him back to 
us,” said Talisa. 

He and his family worked with his Wish Coordinator to craft the 
perfect train conductor experience and when the day finally 
arrived, “we had to hold him back in the car until we parked,” 
said Talisa. “The excitement on his face was indescribable.” 

Nathan spent the day with the train director and his mom said 
she never saw him blink. He was so engaged with everything 
he was seeing and learning. Proudly dawning his new conductor 
outfit, he rode up front with the conductor and soaked it all in. 

And things have been different for Nathan since that day. 

“[His wish] changed his whole perspective on things,” said Talisa. 
“He’s been so much more confident...he went from a kid who didn’t 
know how to navigate school and didn’t know how to make friends to 
a kid who’s loved by his whole class. School just got out and he hugged 
every single classmate.” 

Talisa can’t wait to jump into volunteering to help grant the wishes of other kids, and she hopes to bring 
in new donations as well. After experiencing Nathan's wish, she “can’t say enough” about how life-
changing the experience was. 
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Words from wishes...

I wish to have an
electric guitar 

Jonathan, 13 
bone marrow transplant 

I wish to go to the Walt 
Disney World Resort

Jackson, 7
congenital heart disease 

"Because of this wish, Jonathan 
is able to progress in his love 
for music and delve deeper into 
an instrument he really enjoys."

– Wish parent Hyunyoung Ju

“All you can think about is 
providing as many joyful 
memories while you have the 
time to. And Make-A-Wish 
allowed us to do that.”

– Wish parent Jamie

Sign up for a volunteer training and learn 
more about volunteering for wishes at 
wish.org/midsouth/volunteer

Volunteer Highlight
"We hope to instill a spirit of service and community in our 
girls, and what better way for them to give back than to make 

other kids happy? They love to help brainstorm ideas 
and go shopping with me; they like to help wrap 

gifts and arrange them just so or make posters 
for an event! 

They learn the joy of giving to others 
through Make-A-Wish, and I believe it 
makes them more compassionate. 

Sometimes I feel kids pay more 
attention to our actions than our 

words, and I'm hopeful that 
these years of actively giving 
back alongside us will create 
in them lifelong habits of 
generosity."

 - Sha Toohig, Wish Granter 
and Board Member
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Evening of Wishes
Heifer International | Little Rock, AR
October 8, 2022
Tickets available now at wish.org/midsouth

Wish Granting Training
September 18, 2022  |  2 - 4:30 p.m. 
August 30, 2022  |  6 - 8:30 p.m.

Wine for Wishes
Memphis, TN
February 3, 2023

Have-A-Heart Wishathon
Jonesboro, AR
February 10, 2023

Make-A-Wish Wishathon
Little Rock, AR
March 2023

KTCS Radiothon
Fort Smith, AR
April 2023

Dishes For Wishes
Memphis, TN
April 2023

Learn about these events and 
more on wish.org/midsouth

DO YOU KNOW A CHILD WITH A CRITICAL ILLNESS?

Referring a child for a wish takes only a few minutes. A child can be 
referred by themselves, a family member or a medical professional.  
 
Start the process today at wish.org/refer

Join the Wishmakers community
One of the most impactful ways 
you can help is becoming a 
monthly giver. Even $20/month 
makes a huge difference! Select 
'monthly gift' when giving online- 
just scan the QR code!

Connect your Kroger Card

Buying groceries can help grant 
wishes, too! Just login to your 
account or open the Kroger app and 
select 'my account' -> 'community 
rewards' then search for 'Make A 
Wish Foundation of The Mid-South' 
and click 'enroll.'

Shop our Registry for Good 
 
You can help wish kids from the 
comfort of your home! Just grab a 
few items from Walmart's Registry 
for Good. Search for 'wish' and enter 
your zip code online (walmart.com/
registry) to find our wish list!

I wish to have a
shopping spree 

Raphael, 18
lymphoma

I wish to have a
shopping spree 

Samuel, 10
kidney transplant

I wish to
see sharks 

Caroline, 4
brain tumor

I wish to have
a beach trip 

Gabriela, 17
nervous system disorder
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